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Synopsis

Inspired by a passage from Henry David Thoreaua ™s Walden, the wonderfully appealing Henry
Hikes to Fitchburg follows two friends who have very different approaches to life. When the two
agree to meet one evening in Fitchburg, which is thirty miles away, each decides to get there in his

own way, and the two have surprisingly different days.
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Customer Reviews

Combining 19th Century transcendental philosophy with post-impressionist art movements is no
easy feat--and it's even more astonishing in a children’s book--but D. B. Johnson’s synthesis is a
triumph of imagination and talent.The story illustrates a section of Henry David Thoreau’s famous
"Waldon Pond," in which the philosopher mused about a hypothetical 30-mile race to Fitchburg. He
would walk there, "because | have learned that the swiftest traveler is he that goes afoot." His
competitor could travel by train-but would have to earn the 90-cent fare before he could board.
Thoreau concludes that he would not only win, but would have the richer experience: "Instead of
going to Fitchburg, you will be working here the greater part of the day."Johnson takes these exact
terms and turns it into a race between two bears, Henry (the Thoreau namesake), and his unnamed
friend. Already we have an exciting premise for a story, but the first page’s relatively traditional

illustration gives way to several more unconventional, modern art styles in the succeeding pages. If



you're at all a modern art fan, or are just intrigued by it, you'll find these pictures of colored pencil
and paint astounding and beautiful. But why did the author/illustrator take this route, when, like
Henry’s friend, he might have chosen a more predictable style?Part of the answer, | think, lies in
that question itself, the predictable route is the safe one, the utilitarian one, whether for a traveler or
for an author wishing to sell books. Like Thoreau, like Frost afterwards, Johnson takes the more

unpredictable route, the one offering higher risk and reward.

Download to continue reading...

Henry and Mudge Ready-to-Read Value Pack: Henry and Mudge; Henry and Mudge and Annie’s
Good Move; Henry and Mudge in the Green Time; Henry and Mudge ... and Mudge and the Happy
Cat (Henry & Mudge) Henry Hikes to Fitchburg Best Easy Day Hikes Yosemite National Park (Best
Easy Day Hikes Series) Best Easy Day Hikes Great Smoky Mountains National Park (Best Easy
Day Hikes Series) Men of the Rifles: The Reminiscences of Thomas Knight of the 95th (Rifles) by
Thomas Knight; Henry Curling’s Anecdotes by Henry Curling & Henry VIII: The Flawed King | The
Life and Legacy of Henry VIl Henry and Glenn Forever and Ever (Henry & Glenn) MATTHEW
HENRY - THE BESTSELLING UNABRIDGED 6 VOLUME COMPLETE COMMENTARY ON THE
WHOLE BIBLE (Special Complete Edition): All 6 Volumes of the Bestselling ... Exposition for Kindle
MATTHEW HENRY Book 1) Colorado Excursions with History, Hikes and Hops (History & Guide)
Waterfalls of the White Mountains: 30 Hikes to 100 Waterfalls Waterfall Hikes of Upstate South
Carolina Moon 101 Great Hikes of the San Francisco Bay Area (Moon Outdoors) 60 Hikes Within 60
Miles: San Francisco: Including North Bay, East Bay, Peninsula, and South Bay 50 Best Short Hikes
in Utah’s National Parks ldaho, a Climbing Guide: Climbs, Scrambles, and Hikes (Climbing Guides)
Walks & Easy Hikes in the Canadian Rockies (Altitude Superguides Series) Colorado’s

Fourteeners, 3rd Ed.: From Hikes to Climbs 60 Hikes Within 60 Miles: Portland: Including the Coast,
Mount Hood, St. Helens, and the Santiam River Five-Star Trails: Tucson: Your Guide to the Area’s

Most Beautiful Hikes The Creaky Knees Guide Washington, 2nd Edition: The 100 Best Easy Hikes

Dmeca


http://ebookslight.com/en-us/read-book/0ObMw/henry-hikes-to-fitchburg.pdf?r=A03ktohv0g%2BMcvEZP1oO4dOsmz%2FqO%2Fdrq4nENGU1QMA%3D
http://ebookslight.com/en-us/dmca

